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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is responsive to the Amendment filed 28 June 2004. 

2. Claims 1 -1 1 are pending in this application. Claims 1,10 and 1 1 are 
independent claims. In the Amendment filed 28 June 2004 the specification was 
amended. This action is non-final. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-8, 10 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by International Publication No. WO 95/32476 by Cadence Design Systems, Inc. 
(hereafter 'CDS'). 

Referring to claim 1, CDS discloses a method for generating a configuration 
database file as claimed. See Figures 1-5 and the corresponding portions of the 
specification for this disclosure. In particular, CDS teaches, "A method [See pg. 3, In. 
1 1 - pg. 4, In. 2; pg. 5, In. 27 - pg, 1 0, In. 1 6; and Fig. 5] for generating a configuration 
database file [FCO - See pg. 3, In. 11 - pg. 4, In. 2 and pg. 5, In. 27 -pg. 10, In. 16] 
based on at least one data file of at least one ECAD tool [See pg. 7, Ins. 13-19] included 
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in a predefined tool list [flow map - See pg. 3, In. 1 1 - pg. 4, In. 2 and pg. 5, In. 27 - pg. 
10, In. 16], said method comprising the steps of: 

selecting [See Step 106] an ECAD tool [tool node] from the predefined tool list 
[flow map]; 

reading [See Step 108 (also 200-204)] a data file of said selected ECAD tool 
[See pg. 7, In. 1 3 - pg. 1 0, In. 1 6 and pg. 1 1 , In. 23 - pg. 1 2, In. 1 1 ]; and 

generating [See Step 108 (also 200-204)] a configuration database file [FCO] 
based on said read data file [an RCO is generated for the tool node, and then linked into 
the FCO for the flow map (See pg, 1 1 , In. 23 - pg. 1 2, In. 1 1 )]" as claimed. 

Referring to claim 2, CDS teaches the method of claim 1 , as above, further 
comprising the steps of: 

determining whether all ECAD tools from the tool list have been selected [See 
Step 110]; 

selecting a next ECAD tool when all ECAD tools have not been selected from the 
tool list [See loop of Steps 106-1 10]; and 

storing said configuration database file [FCO] when all ECAD tools have been 
selected from the tool list [FCO is stored for entire flow map including individual RCOs 
for each tool in the flow map] as claimed. 

Referring to claim 3, CDS teaches the method of claim 1 , as above, wherein prior 
to said step of selecting an ECAD tool [See Above (Step 106)] further comprises the 
step of [See Step 100 - creation/input of flow map] defining a tool list [flow map] having 
predefined ECAD tools [tool nodes] as claimed. 
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Referring to claim 4, CDS teaches the method of claim 1 , as above, wherein said 
step of selecting an ECAD tool further comprises the steps of: defining a file list 
including at least one predefined data file of said selected ECAD tool [See contents of 
RCO (pg. 9, Ins. 6-15)]; and selecting a data file from said file list [in order to generate 
RCO(See pg. 11, In. 23 -pg. 12, In. 11)] as claimed. 

Referring to claims 5 and 6, CDS teaches the method of claim 4, as above, 
wherein said at least one predefined data file includes an output file generated by said 
selected ECAD tool [See pg. 9, In. 8] and a configuration file associated with said 
selected ECAD tool [See pg. 9, Ins. 9-10] as claimed. 

Referring to claim 7, CDS teaches the method of claim 4, as above, wherein said 
step of selecting a data file further comprises the steps of: determining whether all data 
files from the file list have been selected and selecting a next data file from the file list 
until all said at least one predefined data files have been selected [note that all parts 
(files) of the tool must be processed to generate the RCO] as claimed. 

Claim 8 is rejected on substantially the same basis as claim 7, in light of the 
basis for claim 1 . 

Claim 10 is rejected on substantially the same basis as claim 1 . See the 
discussion regarding claim 1, above, as well as the portions of CDS cited therein, for 
this disclosure. In particular, CDS teaches "A computer system [See Fig. 1] for 
generating a configuration database file based on at least one data file of at least one 
ECAD tool included in a predefined tool list [See Claim 1 above], comprising: 

a storage medium [See 22 & 24]; 



Application/Control Number: 09/994,150 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2161 

a processor [See 18] for executing a program stored on the storage 
medium... the program comprising a set of instructions for... [See Claim 1 above]" as 
claimed. 

Claim 1 1 is rejected on substantially the same basis as claims 1 and 10 above. 
See the discussion regarding claims 1 and 10, above, as well as the portions of CDS 
cited therein, for this disclosure. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action, 

4. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over CDS in 
view of the web site www.cplusplus.com by The C++ Resources Network (TM) 
copyrighted 2000 (hereafter C++ '00). 

Regarding Claim 9, CDS discloses all the limitations of Claim 1 (supra). 
However, does not explicitly disclose wherein said step of generating a configuration 
database file further comprises the steps of: 

- determining whether a configuration database file exists in memory; 

- creating a new configuration database file based on the read data file when a 
configuration database file does not exist in memory; 

- determining whether a configuration database file is older than the read data file 
when a configuration database file does exist in memory; and 

- appending data from the read data file to the existing configuration database file. 
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C++ '00 discloses: step of generating a configuration database file further 
comprises the steps of: 

- determining whether a configuration database file exists in memory (C++ '00: 
see mode parameter table, entry for "A"); 

- creating a new configuration database file based on the read data file when a 
configuration database file does not exist in memory (C++ '00: see mode 
parameter table, entry for "A"). 

- determining whether a configuration database file is older than the read data file 
when a configuration database file does exist in memory (C++ '00: see mode 
parameter table, entry for "A"); and 

- appending data from the read data file to the existing configuration database file 
(C++ '00: see mode parameter table, entry for "A"), 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art to combine 
the file/append technique of C++ '00 with the functionality of CDS. The motivation to 
combine is well known in the art to C programmers, specifically that the append flag for 
the fopenO function is well known in the art to C programmers, and exists to prevent the 
4 older data in existing files from being ovenA/ritten. Furthermore, the append flag also 

allows streamed data to be persisted by appending to the end of an existing file, and 
thus prevents the streamed data from being lost. In general, the technique discussed 
above is a common feature of logging operations, which are used by CDS. 



Response to Arguments 
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5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-1 1 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian Goddard whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4020. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9 AM - 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Safet Metjahic can be reached on 571-272-4023. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 



bdg 

4 January 2006 
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